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Origiholly from Houston, Texas, Mike began studying

| Mmusic formally at the Houston High School for the Per-
H Tforming and Visuadl Arts, a school that is renowned for its
musical alumni. Which include names as Jason Moran,
Beyvonce, Robert Glasper, Brian Michael Cox, Eric
M Harland, Chris Dave, and Kendrick Scott. Much to be
il iNnspired by, this was a huge influence in tThe progression
lll of his musical development.

g After graduating High School, Mike quickly moved tfo

New York City to attend the New School University with
the highest scholarship the school had ever given to a
guitar player. He soon began playing gigs, working his
o way info the New York Jazz scene. Affer several years of
paying dues with many bands around ftown, Mike
gained the recognition needed to be called to perform
and tour with some of the biggest names in the jazz
world, including The Joshua Redman Elastic Band, Lizz
Wright Band, Nicholas Payton Quartet, Terence
Blanchard Quintet, Greg Osby 4, Jeff "Tain” Watts Quintet, Kenny Garreftt
Quintet, and Ravi Coltrane Quartet. Mike has also toured and performed with
the rising stars of today including Jeremy Pelt, John Ellis, Yosvany Terry, Jon
Gordon, Gretchen Parlato and Louise Setara,thus giving him one of the most
impressive resumes in the young jazz guitar scene.

Mike has recorded with major artists such as Inferscope Records’ "Bilal”, and Uni-
versal Motown's "Q-Tip" Rising star Jazz Artists such as Jeremy Pelt, Robert
CGlasper, John Ellis, Yosvany Terry, Geoff Keezer, Frank Locrasto, and Kendrick
Scott . Mike also leads his own band, which has recently recorded their debut
CD "BETWEEN THE LINES.” His band on this recording switches from qQuintet,
iNncluding tenor and piano, to quartet excluding horns, to duo seftings with
piano, all playing his original music with an exciting, imaginative approach. His
compositions have been called "masterful,” and written with "sophistication that
belies his age,” gaining recognition and acclaim from masters such as Pat
Metheny. With these opporfunities he has been given to do so, Mike is pushing
himself To have his voice defined in music, both as a sideman and as a band
leader.
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